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7.0 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Introduction

7.1 A landscape and visual assessment of the proposed development at Chilton Field
has been completed in accordance with best practice and Landscape Institute/[EMA
guidance.

7.2 A studyof the landscape and visual components of the site and the local area was
undertaken through computer modelling, desktop study and fieldwork. This
identified the main landscape and visual receptors and resulted in a baseline
appraisal, against which landscape and visual impacts could be assessed.

7.3 The main landscape and visual implications of the development and their potential
impacts were identified, and mitigation developed to minimise these impacts.
Comparing the sensitivity of the receptors to the magnitude of predicted change,
then allowed the significance of these resultant impacts to be assessed.

Landscape Impact

7.4 Chilton Field is located within the North Wessex Downs AONB, and consequently is
a sensitive landscape. The application site is located within a plain, to the north of a
pronounced chalk scarp siope along which the Ridgeway, a well-used National Trall,
runs. The site itself is adjacent to Harwell International Business Centre and the
Rutherford Appleton Laboratory, both of which are intensively developed. It has been
used as a tip for waste materials by the RAF and as a pre-fabricated housing site,
and is thus largely brownfield. Chilton Field is allocated for residential development
within the local plan. The application site was therefore classified as having an urban
fringe character,

7.5 The proposed development would require the removal of relatively few of the
existing mature trees, but. it would introduce approximately 8.65 hectares of two
storey housing, with associated roads and lighting. The main adverse implications
for landscape character would be the new buildings themselves, traffic movements,
and lighting. In mitigation it is proposed that 3.25 hectares of new, native woodland
would be established on the southern and western boundaries of the site.

7.6 It was concluded that the proposals would result in a landscape impact of moderate
significance, and that the nature of this impact would be adverse overall.

Visual Impact

7.7  The visibility of the proposed development would be mainly limited to elevated
points to the south, the most sensitive of which are located on the Ridgeway itself.
From nearly all of these viewpoints the initial significance of visual impacts would be
moderate/moderate substantial, which would be noticeable and marginally
significant. However, the significance of visual impacts would gradually reduce to a
slight/moderate level once the proposed planting has fully established.

APPENDIX 4

SLR



P P O VO PV VOV VU OV O OOV OV VU UV U OO G VUGB B L

UKAEA 29 403/0353/00008
Chilton Field
Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment April 2006

Impact on the AONB

7.8 Whilst the landscape impacts on the AONB would be noticeable, it was concluded
that they would not be significant, largely due to the existing urban fringe character
of the site. Visual impacts on the AONB would be marginally significant in the short
term, but would become barely perceptible once the proposed mitigation planting
has fully established. It was therefore concluded that the proposed development
would not result in unacceptable landscape and visual impacts within the AONB, and
that the natural beauty of the landscape would be conserved. -

Conclusion

7.9 The proposed development would not be significantly deleterious to the AONB, and
would not result in unacceptable levels of landscape and visual impact.
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APPENDIX # - Chilton Field Previous uses of Parts of the Application Site
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